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KENTUCKY 
June  15,  1943 


Farm  lahor.-  In  Todd  County,  survey  shows  2J  farms  may  fall  short  of  normal 
crop  and  livestock  production  Because  of  lahor  scarcity.  La.st  year  these 
farms  had  66  regular  year-hands  as  croppers;  this  year  ^0,  Six  of  the  27 
farmers  are  looking  for  year-hands,  and  20  need  extra  seasonal  lahor. 

Dehydrating  plant.-  Arrangements  made  for  dehydrating  plant  at  Hopkinsville 
to  handle  1,000  acres  or  more  of  sweetpotatoes  in  Christian  and  adjoining 
co’onties;  possibly  white  potatoes  also.  Contracting  farmers  expect  to  re- 
ceive $1.15  a hushel  at  plant. 

Farm  machinery.-  Many  farmers  will  hire  work  done  hy  tractors,  combines,  hay 
halers,  corn  pickers,  and  other  equipment  for  first  time  this 'year.  To 
help  owners  to  arrive  at  rates  to  charge  and  to  acquaint  farmers  with  usual 
rates  for  hiring  work  done,  experiment  station  has  issued  report  on  custom 
rates  suggested  for  farm  jobs.  Much  big  machinery  is  used  for  such  a short 
time  that  costs  run  high.  In  four  of  best  counties,  tractors  v/ere  found  to 
be  used  less  than  10  days  in  a season;  fevr  vrere  used  100  days.  Where  2-plow 
tractors  v/ere  used  ^0  days  in  year,  cost  averaged  $5.10  a day;  where  used 
only  17  days,  cost  averaged  $9.10.  Where  tractors  were  kept  going  on  aver- 
age of  9s  days  in  sea, son,  daily  cost  dropped  to  $3.64., 

Hemp  seed  'production,'-  In  Henderson-  County  alone,  farmers  have  contracted 
for  4, 200  acres  of  hemp  for  seed  and  are  not  discouraged  by  three  floods 
in  4 months.  Mercer  County  exceeded,  by  l43  acres  its  quota  of  1,200  acres 
of  hemp'. 


Summary  No , ^8 


July  3,  1943 


860-43 


Home  food  sup'oly.-  Neighliorhood  leaders  in  Pike  County  have  enrolled  1,890 
families  in  program  to  produce  75  percent  of  their  food  at  home.  Svery 
family  in  Harlan  County,  a coal-mining  area,  is  attempting  to  produce  its 
ovm  pork  this  year,  eight  times  the  usual  number  of  hogs  raised.  Lincoln 
County  farmers,  xvith  nearly  1,000  brooder  houses  and  several  hundred  good 
laying  houses,  exoect  to  exceed  greatly  their  poultry  goal. 

I One  farm  woman  in  Caldvrell  County  took  inventory  of  her  home-canned  meats, 
fruits,  and  vegetables  and  found  that,  if  rationed,  they  would  have  coupon, 
value  of  2,765  points.  This  food  will  last  her  family  many  months.  By' 
canning  it  she  saved  use  of  tires  and  gasoline  to  haul*  supplies  from  town 
and  also  helped  to  conserve  urgently  needed  shipping  space. 

4-H  Clubs.'-  Impressive  returns  in  Food-for-Freedom  campaign  are  expected  in 
Pike  County,  where  5*105  boys  and  girls  are  enrolled  in  73  Clubs  - 
largest  county  enrollment  in  State.  They  are  assisted  by  200  leaders  and 
by  county  and  home  agents.  Siommary  of  enrollment  shows  1,679  members 
enlisted  to  grow  gardens,  856  foods,  63I  canning,  83*^  hogs,  932  poultry, 

295  corn,  222  dairy,  110  potatoes,  I7  strawberries;  also  1,979  clothing 
work. 

A thousand  hogs  ready  for  market  in  fall  is  goal  of  4-H  Clubs  in  Logan 
County,  About  400  boys  are  feeding  and  caring  for  more  than  one  hog  apiece. 
All  the  495  club  girls  in  Garrard  County  are  enrolled  in  canning  project, 
either  to 'help  mothers  can  or  else  put  up  5O  to  100  jars  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  by  , themselves. 
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Farm  labor,-  During  Kay,  State  Farm  Labor  Office  filled  about.  50  requests 
for  farm  families 'and  single  men.  Host  requests  came  from  north  Missouri 
and  were  filled  from  Ozark  region  of  south  Missouri.  ■ Demand  and  supnly 
were  well  balanced  for  single  men,  but  more  families  were  requested  tha.n 
v/ere  available.  To  assist  county  committees  in  recruitment,  State  office 
prepared  four  advertising  lay-outs  for  newspapers  throughout  State.  • Special 
radio  material  and  series  of  nev;s  stories  were- given  h'/ide  circulation. 

Strawberry  picking  V'as  chief  labor  problem  of  month.  For  3 weeks  before 
berry  harvest,  county  a.gent.s  and  farm  labor  assistants  spent  much  tim^e 
finding  out  needs  of  berry  growers  and  enrolling  pickers.  Survey  indicated 
thab  7*500  v'orkers,  in  addition  to 'local  pickers,  would  be  needed  to  harvest 
expected  crop.  Agents  made  contast- with. civic  and  business  organiza.tions,- 
civilian  defense  councils,  Y.  M.  ;D."'A. , and  Boy  Scout  groups,  schools,  and 
other  sources.  USES  worked  with  Extension  in  entire  program.  Among  groups 
tha.t  helped  pick  berries  v.rere  180  Boy  Scouts.  Busloads  of  pickers  v;ere 
sent  from  Springfield,  Joplin,  Carthage,  and  16  other  tov'ns.  Frequent 
hea.vy  rains  reduced  marketable  berries  about  5G  percent,  yet  berries  sold 
for  more  than  double  last  year's  price.  Recruitment  campaign  was  so 
successful  that  a reserve  of  pickers  v^as  available  for  call. 
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Food  recovery.-  Very  early  in  succession,' of  floods  that  seriously  affected 
more  than  half  a.  million  acres  of  cropland  in  55  counties,  extension  agents 
were  given  kit  of  information  from  college  of  agriculture  to  assist  farm 
families  in  tasks  of  reclamation,  replanting,  and  repair.  Information 
which  was  also  given  out  through  radio. and  newspapers,  covered  family  and 
community  health,  crop  and  vegetable  production,  care  of  livestock  and 
. poultry,  care  of  household  and  equipment,  and  coramiinity  organization  for' 
mutual  assistance. 

Farm  people  did ' effective  joh  of  organizing  community  exchanges  of  labor 
and  machinery  to  hasten  replanting  of  flooded  lands.  While  lowland  fields 
v/ere  still  too  wet  to  work,  families  from  both  upland  and  lowland  farms 
worked  on  higher'  ground,  making  hay,  plovung  corn,  cleaning  up  gardens,  ' and 
replanting  eroded  fields.  As  conditions  permitted,  labor,  machinery,  and 
power  were  moved  to  lovrland  farms  to  repair  flood  damage  and  replant  crons. 
Many  farmers  not  affected  by  floods  gave  help  to  those  who  needed  it. 

In'  St.  Charles  County  alone,  677  yrere  flooded,  necessitating  moving 

of  livestock  to  temporary  range  on  uplands,  where  farmers  made  first  cuttings 
of  alfalfa  to  provide  enough  extra  hay. 

School  district  chairmen  in  neighborhood-leader  system  helped  greatly  in 
locating  quarters  for  refugee  families,  as  well  as  shelter  and  forage  for 
- animals..  They  assisted  county  agents  in  gathering  information  about  dis- 
tressed families  and  a.mount  of  damage-  done  to  buildings,  equipment,  machin- 
ery, herds  and  flocks,  levees,  fences,  and  stocks  of  feed  and  seed.  This 
informa.tion  was  given  to  Red  Cross  and  other  agencies  through  which  farmers 
could  obtain  priorities,  credit,  and  other  aids  to  reconstruction. 

Home  food  supply.-  Appointment  of  "canning  aide"  in  each  neighborhood  all 
over  State  is  being  promoted  by  home-economics  extension  clubs  to  help' 
build  a,dequabe  food  supply.  Aids  a, re  selected  by  neighborhood  chairmen  of 
clubs.  Their  na.raes  are  published  and  given  out  at  meetings  so  people  will 
feel  free  to  call  on  them.  Each  aide  has  .canning  kit  of  helpful ■ information 
so  that  she  can  answer  neighbors'  questions. 

Labor-saving  methods.-  Abopt  1,000  sets  of  plans  for  making  labor-saving 
implements  were' .supplied  to' farmers  in  .2  months  in  answer  to  requests.  Im- 
plements made  in  largest  numbers  were  buck  rakes,  hay  stackers,  lime  spread- 
ers, and  field  cultivators,  a.ll  from  salvaged  parts  of  old  machinery. 

Young  Bates  County  farmer  is  making  profitable  use  of  labor-saving  devices 
and  methods  on  560-acre  farm,  which  he  operates  with  help  of  one  full-time 
hand.  Spreading  his  la.bor  loa.d  over  entire  year  has  been  great  help  in 
establishing  present  balanced  farming  system.  His  production  program  this 
year  provides  for  S5  acres  of  corn,  85  acres  of  oats,  450  head  of  market 
hogs,  a.nd  107  head  of  yearling  and  S-ryea.r-old  steers.  He  uses  home-made 
tandem  disk  hitch  and  also  pulls  behind  his  tractor  a harrovp  corn  planter, 
grain  drill,  fertilizer  drill,  or  lime  sprea.der  to  double  up  on  use  of 
raanpo'»pr  and  tractor  power.  He  uses  self-feeders  for  feeding  corn,  supple- 
ment, and  mineral  to  hogs-  on  pasture,  Tractor  buck  rake  saves  2 or  5 
in  haying,  threshing,  and  silo  filling.  He  uses  a hammer  mill  blower  for 
elevating  small  grain  into  overhead  bins. 
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WASHINGTON 
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Harm  labor.-  Fully  mobilized  for  emergencies.  So  far  able  to  supply  farmers 
with  virtually  all  manpower  needed,  largely  through  effective  work  of  vol- 
unteer county  and  city  farm  labor  committees  in  each  county  cooperating 
vrith  Extension.  Aaditional  personnel  being  acquired  for  critical  counties. 
State-vfide  committee  set  up  to  handle  information. 

Food  preservation.-  Meetings,  schools,  demonstrations,  being  held  in  every 
county  to  encourage  more  home  food  preservation  and  teach  best  methods. 

Much  interest  shovm  in  drying  as  v^ell  as  other  phases  of  program.  Commu- 
nity and  neighborhood  canning  centers  being  organized  through  efforts  of 
Extension  in  rural  areas  and  OCD  in  cities.  Home  demonstration  agents 
usually  leaders  of  these  groups. 

Food  and  feed  -Droduction.-  County,  State,  and  Federal  agencies  jointly  en- 
couraging use  of  every  bit  of  land  to  raise  food.  Extension  urging  Victory 
gardeners  to  enlarge  plots  and  make  successive  plantings  after  harvesting 
crops;  also  to  raise  fall  gardens  and  preserve  as  much  of  family  food  supply 
as  they  can.  Farmers  urged  to  pl^t  additional  corn  and  cereal  grains  for 
hay  and  fodder. 

Neighborhood  leaders.-  Leaders  are  helping  in  farm  labor  and  food  preserva- 
tion programs:  making  survey  to  determine  present  supply  and  need  for  pres- 
sure cookers;  interesting  families  in  neighborhood  and  commxinity  canning 
■centers;  and  carrying  on  ”Sna.re  your  pressure  cooker"  campaign. 

4-H  Clubs.-  With  annual  State  ^-H  camp  at  Pullman  canceled  because  of  war, 
county '-U-K  camps  are  planned  for  22  of  39  counties.  Some  counties  are 
joining  vuth  others  for  cam.ns.  Dates  are  set  to  avoid  times  of  peak  labor 
needs.  -Camns  include  both  fun  and  instruction.  State  specialists  and 
others  serve  as  teachers.  4-H  members  also  acting  as  instructors  for  'non- 
farm-  youth  grouns  v'orking  on  ranches. 

Milk  survey.-  Extension  conducting  survej^  in  important  milksheds  of  State 
to- -determine  actual  costs  of  producing  milk.  This  v;as  requested  by  dairy- 
men so  they  could, present  figures  at  OPA  hearings  oh  ceiling  prices  of  milk. 
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Farm  laUor.-  In  Todd  County,  survey  shows  27  farms  may  fall  short  of  normal 
crop  and  livestock  production  "because  of  .la"bor  scarcity.  Last  year  these 
farms  had  66  regular  year-hands  as  croppers;  this  year  50,  Six  of  the  27 
farmers  are  looking  for  year-hands,  and  20  need  extra  seasonal  labor. 


Dehydrat i ng  plant , - Arrangements  made  for  dehydrating  plant  at  Hopkinsville 
to  handle  1,000  acres  or  more  of  sweetpotatoes  in  Christian  and  adjoining 
counties;  possibly  white  potatoes  also.  Contracting  farmers  expect  to  re- 
ceive $1.15  a bushel  at  plant. 

Farm  machinery.-  Many  farm.ers  will  "nire  work  done  by  tractors,  combines,  hay 
balers,  corn  pickers,  and  other  equipment  for  first  time  this  year.  To 
help  owners  to  arrive  at  rates  to  charge  and  to  acquaint  farmers  with  usual 
rates  for  hiring  work  don,e,  experiaent  .station  has  issued  r.eport  on  custom 
rates  suggested  for  farm  jobs.  Much  big  machinerj^  is  used  for  such  a short 
time  that  costs  run  high.  In  four  of  best  counties,  tractors  v.rere  found  to 
be  used  less  than  10  days  in  a season;  few  were  used  100  days.  Where  2-plovf 
tractors  vrere  used,  50  days  in  year,  cost,  averaged  $5.10  a day;  v/here  used 
only  17  days,  cost  averaged  $9.10.  Where  tractors  were  kept,  going  on  a-ver- 
age  of  9s  days  in  season,  daily  cost  dropped  to  $3*64. 

Hemp  seed  production.-.-  In  Henderson  County  alone,  farmers,  have  contracted 
for  4, 200  acres  of  hemp  for  seed  andare  not  discouraged  by  three  floods  ■ 
in  4 months.  Mercer  County  exceeded  by  l43  acres  its  quota  of  1,200  acres 
of  hemp.  , ■■  ■ ' 
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Home  food  supply.-  Neigh'borhood  leaders  in  Pike  County  have  enrolled  1,S90 
families  in  program  to  produce  75  percent  of  their  food  at  home.  Every 
family  in  Harlan  County,  a coal-mining  area,  is  attempting  to  produce  its 
ovm  pork  this  year,  eight  times  the  usual  number  of  hogs  raised.  Lincoln 
County  farmers,  with  nearly  1,000  "brooder  houses  and  several  hundred  good 
laying  houses,  exoect  to  exceed  greatly  their  poultry  goal. 

One  farm  woman  in  Caldvrell  County  took  inventory  of  her  home-canned  meats, 
fruits,  and  vegeta'bles  and  found  that,  if  rationed,  they  would  have  coupon 
value  of  2,765  points.  This  food  will  last  her  family  many  months.  Ey 
canning  it  she  saved  use  of  tires  and  gasoline  to  ha-ul  supplies  from  town 
and  also  helped  to  conserve  urgently  needed  shipping^ space . 

U-H  Clubs.-  Impressive  returns  in  Food-for-Freedom  campaign  are  expected  in 
Pike  County,  where  5*105  boys  and  girls  are  enrolled  in  73  Clubs  - 
largest  county  enrollment  in  State.  They  are  assisted  by  200  leaders  and 
by  county  and  home  agents.  Summary  of  enrollment  shows  1,679  members 
enlisted  to  grow  gardens,  856  foods,  63I  canning,  83^  hogs,  932  poultry, 

295  corn,  222  dairy,  110  potatoes,  I7  strawberries;  also  1,979  in  clothing 
work. 

A thousand  hogs  ready  for  market  in  fall  is  goal  of  U-H  Clubs  in  Logan 
County,  About  400  boys  are  feeding  and  caring  for  more  than  one  hog  apiece. 
All  the  495  club  girls  in  Garrard  County  are  enrolled  in  canning  project, 
either  to  help  mothers  can  or  else  put  up  50  to  100  jars  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  by  themselves. 

laSSOURI 
June  1,  1943 

Farm  la.bor.-  .During  Kay,  State  Farm  Labor  Office  filled  about  50  requests 
for  farm  families  and  single  men.  Host  requests  came  from  north  Missouri 
and  were  filled  from  Ozark  region  of  south  Missouri.  Demand  and  supuly 
vrere  viell  balanced  for  single  men,  but  more  families  were  requested  tha.n 
v;ere  available.  To  assist  county  committees  in  recruitment.  State  office 
prepared  four  advertising  lay-outs  for  nev;-spapers  throughout  State.  Special 
radio  material  and  series  of  news  stories  were. given  wide  circulation. 

Strawberry,  picking  v^as  chief  labor  problem  of  month.  For  3 weeks  before 
berry  harvest,  county  agents  and  farm  labor  assistants  spent  much  t.ime 
finding  out  needs  of  berry  growers  and  enrolling' pickers . Survey  indicated 
•that  ,7*500  v'prkers,  in  addition  to  local  pickers,  v/ould  be  needed  to  harvest 
expiect.ed  crop.  Agents  made  contact  with  civic  and  business  organi za.tions, 
civilian  defense,  councils,  Y.  M.  C,  A.,  and  Boy  Scout  groups,  schools,'  and 
other  sources.  'USES  worked  wit'n  Extension  in  entire  program,'  Among  groups 
that  helped  pick  berries  V'v^ere  180  Boy  Scouts.  Busloads  of  pickers  v;ere 
sent  from  Springfield,  Joplin,  Carthage,  and  I6  other  tovns.  Frequent 
hea.vy  rains  reduced  marketable  berries  about  50  percent,  yet  berries  sold 
for  more  than  double  last  year's  price.  Recruitment  campaign  was  so 
successful  that  a reserve  of  pickers  v^as  available  for  call. 


Food  recovery.-  Very  early  in  succession  of  floods  thpt  seriously  affected 
more  than  half  a million  acres  of  cropland  in  55  counties,  extension  agents 
were  given  kit  of  information  from  college  of  agriculture  to  assist  farm 
families  in  tasks  of  reclamation,  replanting,  and  repair.  Information 
•which  wa.s  also  given  out  through  radio  and  newspapers,  covered  family  and 
community  health,  'crop  and  vegetable  production,  care  of  livestock  and 
poultry,  'care  of  household  and  equipment,  and  community  organization  for 
mutual  assistance. 

Farm,  people  did  effective  job  of  organizing  community  exchanges  of  labor 
and  machinery  to  hasten  replanting  of  flooded  lands,  While  lowland ■ fields 
v./ere-still  too  wet  to  work,  families  from  both  upland  and  lowland,  farms 
v/orked' on  higher' ground,  making  hay,  plowing  corn,  cleaning  up  gardens,  • a.nd 
replanting  eroded  fields..  As  conditions  permitted,  labor,  machinery,  and  - 
power  were  moved  to  lowla.nd  farms  to  repair  flood  damage  and  replant  crons i 
Many  farmers  not  affected  by  floods  gave  help  to  those  who  needed  it, 

In  -St.  Charles  County  alone,  677  farms  vrefe  flooded,  necessitating  moving  • 
of  livestock  to  temporary  range  on  uplands,  where  farmers  made  first  cuttings 
of  alfa.lfa  to  provide  enough  extra  hay. 

School  district  chairmen  in  neighborhood-leader  system  helmed  greatly  in 
locating  quarters  for  refugee  families,  as  vrell  as  shelter  and  forage  for 
aniraa.ls.  The.y  assisted  county  agents  in  gathering  information  about  dis- 
tressed families  and  amount  of  damage  done  to  buildings,  equipment,  machin- 
ery,' herds  and  flocks,  levees,  fences,  and  stocks  of  feed  and  seed.  This 
informa.tion  was  given  to  Red  Cross  and' other  agencies  through  which  fa.rmers 
could  obtain  priorities',  credit,  and  other  aids  to  reconstruction. 

Home  food  supply.-  Appointment  of  "canning  aide"  in  each  neighborhood  a.ll 
over  State  is  being  promoted  by  home-economics  extension  clubs  to  help  . 
build  adequa,te  food  supply.  Aids  are  selected'by  neighborhood  chairmen  of 
clubs.  Their  names  are  published  and  given  out  at  meetings  so  .people  vrill  . 
feel  free  to'  call  on  them.  Each  aide  has  canning  kit  of  helpful  information 
so  that  she  can  answer  neighbors'  questions. 

Labor-saving  methods.-  About  1,000  sets  of  plans  for  making  labor-saving 
implements  were  supplied  to  farmers  in  2 months  in  answer  to  requests.  Ira- 
ni ements  made  in  largest  numbers  were  buck  'rakes,  hay  stackers,  lime  snread- 
ers,  and  field  cultivators,  all  from  salvaged  parts  of  old  machinery. 

Young  Bates  County  fa.rmer  is  making  profitable  use  of  labor-saving  devices 
and  methods  on  560-acre  farm,  which  he  operates  with  help  of  one  full-time 
hand.  Spreading  his  la.bor  loa.d  over  entire  year  has  been  great  help  in 
establishing  present  bala.nced  farming  system.  His  production  program  this 
year  provides  for  85  acres  of  corn,  85  acres  of  oats,  450  head  of  market 
hogs,  and  107  head  of  yearling  and  2-ye8.r-old  steers.  He  uses  home-made 
tandem  disk  hitch  and  also  pulls  behind  his  tractor  a harrovp  corn  planter, 
grain  drill,  fertilizer  drill,  or  lime  spreader  to  double  up  on  use  of 
manpower  and  tractor  po^^fer.  He  uses  self-feeders  for  feeding  corn,  supple- 
ment, and  mineral  to  hogs  on  pasture.  Tractor  buck  rake  saves  2 or  3 
in  haying,  threshing,  and  silo  filling.  He  uses  a hammer  mill  blower  for 
elevating  small  grain  into  overhea.d  bins. 
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Farm  labor.-  .Fully  mobilized  fo'r  emergencies.  So  far  able  to  supply  farmers 
with  virtually  .all  manpower  needed,  .largely  through  effective  work  of  vol- 
unteer county  and  city  farm  labor  committees  in  each  county  cooperating 
with  Extension.  Aaditional  personnel  being  acquired  for  critical  counties. 
State-vride  committee  set  up  to  handle  information.- 

Food  preservation.-  Meetings,  -schools,  demonstrations,  being  held  in  every 
county  to  encoura.ge  more  home  food  preservation  and  teach  best  methods. 

Much  interest  shovm  in  drying  as  v^ell  as  other  phases  of  program.  Commu-' 
nity  and  neighborhood  canning  centers  being  organized  through  efforts  of. 
Extension  in  rural  areas  and  OCD  in  cities.  Home  demonstration  agents  . 
usually  leaders  of  these  groups. 

Food  and  feed  -production.-  County,  State,  and  Federal  agencies  jointly  en- 
couraging use  of  every  bit  of  land  to  raise  food.  Extension  urging  Victory 
gardeners, to  enlarge  plots  and  make  successive  plantings  after  harvesting 
crops;  also  to  raise  fall  gardens  and  preserve  as' much  of  fejnily  food  supply 
as  they  can.  Farmers  urged  to  plant  additional  corn  and  cereal  grains  for 
hay  and  fodder.  . . 

Neighborhood  leaders.-  Leaders  are  helping  in  farm  labor  and  food  preserva- 
tion programs;.  making  survey  to  detennine  present  supply  and  need  for  pres- 
sure cookers;  interesting  families  in  neighborhood  and  community  canning 
centers;'  and  carrying  on  "Snare  your  pressure  cooker"  campaign. 

U-H  Clubs.-  With  annual  State  4-H  camp  at  Pullman  canceled  because  of  war, 
county  4-H  cam.ps  are  planned  for  22  of  39  counties.  Some  co-unties  are 
joining  vuth  others  for  cam.-os.  Dates  are  set  to  avoid  times  of  peak  labor 
needs.  Cam-os  include  both  fun  and  instruction.  State  specialists  and 
others  serve  as  teachers,  4-H  mem.bers  also  acting  as  instructors  for  non- ■ 
farm  youth  groups  V'orking  on  ranches. 

Milk  survey.-  Extension  conducting  survey  in  important  milksheds  of  State  •- 
to  determine  actual  costs  of  producing  milk.  This  v/as  requested  by  dairy-:-.. 
men  so  they  could,  present  figures  at  OPA  hearings  on  ceiling  prices  of. .milk.. 


